Warningsigns by Eisenberg, Susan
Labor Research Review 
Volume 1 | Number 12 
Up Against the Open Shop: New Initiatives in 
the Building Trades 
Article 10 
1988 
Warningsigns 
Susan Eisenberg 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@ILR. It has been accepted for inclusion 
in Labor Research Review by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@ILR. For more information, please 
contact catherwood-dig@cornell.edu. 
© 1988 by Labor Research Review 
Warningsigns 
Abstract 
Poem 
Keywords 
union, organizing, construction, Susan Eisenberg, poetry 
This article is available in Labor Research Review: https://digitalcommons.ilr.cornell.edu/lrr/vol1/iss12/10 
New Initiatives in the Building Trades 37 
Warningsigns 
Harsh tongues 
soften; gentler tempers 
ignite on contact Humors 
reproduce on the how*-
Bobhy swears seven/ Dave heard four/ 
Steve is definite: three today 
five next Friday. 
At coffee 
John swallow Us hot and 
jumps back to work; 
Kenny whines about why a 
just-married guy needs a job most; 
Curt lectures on *what he 
never liked about this wormshop' 
Much as a former smells an approaching storm 
an experienced mechanic can 
taste it in the morning coffee break 
layoff today. 
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